
 
 
 
 

Dear Educators, 
 

The Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center is excited to offer 
opportunities to better serve your needs in the classroom.  We would like to 
provide pre-field trip lesson plans, ways to engage your students while on-site, 
and post field trip project-based lesson plans to authenticate the learning for 
your students.   

 
 
Our mission is: 

-​ Students have background knowledge on the Underground Railroad when they 
arrive at the Heritage Center. 

-​ All students are engaged through hands-on exploration while at the Heritage 
Center. 

-​ Authenticate the learning with continued learning of curiosities and knowledge 
gained while at the Heritage Center. 

 
 
Themes that will drive the curriculum: 

-​ Crossing the Niagara: Geographical impacts on those who crossed the Mighty 
Niagara 

-​ Power Struggles and Freedom: Personal narratives of economic and political 
struggles and successes  

-​ Past is Always Present: Personal narratives of current individuals who show 
courage in overcoming injustices 

-​ Destination Niagara: Why did freedom seekers come to Niagara Falls? 
Showcase the cultural richness of Niagara Falls because of its past. 

 
 
Methods through which lessons are created: 

-​ All material will be delivered to schools/teachers via Google Workspace prior to  
visiting the Heritage Center. 

-​ Lesson Plans will come as self guided HyperDocs. 
-​ Curriculum aligns to NYS Standards for the Social Studies in the areas of 

geography, US and NYS history, citizenship and civic participation.  As well as 
the social studies practices of gathering, interpreting, and using evidence, 
geographical reasoning, and contextualization. 
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Pre Field Trip Lesson Plans: 
-​ Crossing the Niagara: Investigating Local Geography 
-​ Crossing the Niagara: Investigating Local Geography (Student HyperDoc) 

 
-​ Historical Documentation of Significant People 
-​ Historical Documentation of Significant People (Student HyperDoc) 

 
-​ A Nation Created on Ideals 
-​ A Nation Created on Ideals (Student HyperDoc) 

 
-​ Inconsistent Morality: Fugitive Slave Laws 
-​ Inconsistent Morality: Fugitive Slave Laws (Student HyperDoc) 

 
-​ Acts of Resistance 
-​ Acts of Resistance (Student HyperDoc) 

 
Informative Letter to Administration on the Heritage Center learning opportunities  
 

While on site: 
-​ Students and teachers will experience a guided tour with a brochure designed to 

enhance engagement with discussion questions. 
-​ Students and teachers will have an opportunity to take pictures while at the Heritage 

Center.  Photographs can be used for future learning experiences while back in the 
classroom.   

-​ Students will use personal or school issued photography devices to 
document their experience.  See Photography Permissions Form. 

 
Back in the Classroom: 

-​ Photos taken on site will be used in multiple learning opportunities to further the learning 
and curiosities created. 

-​ Project Based Learning models will be encouraged with opportunities to expand school 
and community involvement toward the Seal of Civic Readiness through: 

-​ Field Trip Organization for Cooperative Groups 
-​ Teacher Directions: Field Trip Organization for Cooperative Groups 
-​ Getting your project off the ground… 

 
We hope you have enjoyed the experience and find the resources provided an engaging 
learning experience. Please complete the evaluation below.  It’s only five questions and will 
help to improve our experiences for future teachers and students! 
 
Sincerely, 
The Team at NFUGRRHC! 
Evaluation of the Niagara Falls Underground Railroad Heritage Center Experience 
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https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/18st3o3qLKIBhwBO3l2dAIoc_nLZnWsxWq_v2BOZ9HS8/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1siELe4OHf3TThzBpKUboGSpkCodiecrihjD4e5uE_wk/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1DLYcez2CrQ6qE-8rjQai00d4-S1DOetrzMiwXdh8oWM/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1LpydH5BQelS_01Q2mtUTsM5JGQts9AGn609FdOEhEPQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PTAEBhRcfEsKmIXfKcaXrBTwhV9yNnLK40tbEKdo-lo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WgteN7iEEIggI0a2x6vfi1XhCe_Df4lUbRqUBim49jQ/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VFmTNIEym-ZG_4S4zeUPy64YedjizaoOlmszAsyJinQ/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-iNwY8sqg7pmeUVcCXXYVsZ9DhtMG3hDg5E2EUlPJBM/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XOQWWXmGRfSEzZNK_zYnmTbPE2lgvjeIgNyKvKmd6k4/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GB4c59bi8bY1hx6CW0kExTymGd8Xf0n8BoWywJYtm6U/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/u/0/d/1yxf2dsT8sVgysdOdineJg61QTGg_WY3hmRDjiqJlETs/copy
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wlIpgNzXLeMBoWBzMRp_YKPmmHGjm-a4UM44rXZrq50/copy
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1xRd-bhG8g8Zy7aq_3blpVVFvG5ya9v2CC4JetYBm8O8/copy?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1jkUQO3Pc-rHK0m3bW4ZB5JCUldfu53nMttU_OdiruVU/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1N8fk0Qi2o-4UoSxiI_ohGszXUBoOI1tRxRnB313J8Yw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSezWHoJmcJkkbTb4tSDGmslvV99B32iPaRqYzA1OAJMPDhiow/viewform?usp=dialog


Answer Keys 
 
Answer Key: Crossing the Niagara: Investigating Local Geography 
 
Answer Key: Historical Documentation of Significant People 
 
Answer Key: A Nation Created on Ideals 
 
Answer Key: Inconsistent Morality: Fugitive Slave Laws 
 
Answer Key: Acts of Resistance 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNiMYTKENA060C8GySuHxp-_xfnCa5Nu6T8B7NJk-qA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/134o9E43Z5wxxgHILY5Oaxv19rfld18tbmIJB7oE6stY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wnZ42ZKTQwrAzkZi8PciQHXkHGuIj8hpXAKOz1dFvCA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fEgEo7bojjzko6WKEG752AFwemufNJyH3wTCR1trmbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oaiFRnqEkg1Id-7yJO_206gBci_NrbNs394IPHyf66Q/edit?usp=sharing

